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remarkable lack of sensitivity when meddling with the core principles
of socialism in a Marxist-Leninist sense (discussed below). Jorganson
therefore appropriately described chuch’e as “country-specific ethnic
nationalism” (not socialism)."” Again, North Korea is not alone in this
respect; however, here we find a major difference to the satellite states
in Eastern Europe, which had to be careful not to offend the Soviet
Union by overly nationalist tendencies. It is also helpful to remem-
ber that, in orthodox socialist theory, socialism and nationalism are
mutually exclusive concepts. Class by definition reaches across state and
national boundaries; common interests are based on common class, not
on common ancestry, culture, or tradition. Few socialist systems could
hence afford to publish statements such as “our party puts forth the
army, not the working class, as the leading force of our revolution,” or
“the nation is over class and stratum, and the fatherland is more impor-
tant than idea and ideology,” and walk away with it.'®

Socialist Neoconservatism in Ideology

Reform according to Kornai means that one or more of the basic char-
acteristics of a socialist system are changed deeply and lastingly.”” China
has shown that it is possible to eliminate state ownership and bureau-
cratic coordination and to replace the dominant ideology with patrio-
tism, while still maintaining the power monopoly of the Party. For a few
years, it seemed that North Korea would try to follow a similar path.®

However, since around 2005 and increasingly since 2008 the North
Korean leadership has been trying to turn back the wheel of time.
Today we see a complete reversal of the policies of 2000-2004. In
January 2001, Kim Jong 1l wrote in the Rodong Sinmun that “Things
are not what they used to be in the 60s. So no one should follow the
way people used to do things in the past.”"” However, in March 2009,
during a field guidance, he declared that officials should “energetically
lead the masses by displaying the same work style as the officials did in
the 50s and 60s.”2° Within a few years, he had come full circle.

A single quote is, of course, not enough to prove such a major ide-
ological reversal. A more precise way: to quantify ideological devel-
opments is an analysis of official North Korean media, such as the
publications by Korea Central News Agency.?! The Internet presence
of this source is based in Japan and used as a tool of propaganda specifi-
cally for Koreans in Japan and South Koreans; but it reproduces articles
by North Korean media such as Rodoug Sinmun and Minju Choson. As
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- Graph 1.1 Analysis of official North Korean media (KCNA).

~ quch, it is genuine and provides a glance at the development of official
_ ideology in the DPRK. One example is the utilization of the terms
 “socialism,” “chuch’e,” and “son’gun” by North Korean state media. As
_ Graph 1.1 below shows, their appearance has doubled (!) between 2004
and 2009 (n = about 1,200 in each period).
 This graph is based on the English-language edition of the Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA) Web site. It is interesting to see that the
erm sdn’gun (or “military first”) has only been used since 2003, while
1 the Korean version it first appeared in 1999. This suggests a certain
connection to the reforms, although the menacing term suggests oth-
erwise.22 But myth-building has already started. Current propaganda
claims that its roots can be found during Kim 11 Sung’s anti-Japanese
campaign, that is, in the 1930s. In March 2009, KCNA reported about
ewly published book that divides Kim Jong 1I’s sén’gun leadership
into five stages: (1) When Kim Jong Il grew up between 1942 and
ugust of 1960; (2) when Kim Jong II actively promoted the songun
volutionary cause of Kim Il Sung from August 1960 to June 1982;
when Kim Jong I1 further developed the songun politics in depth,
nded Korean-style socialism, and gave full play to its advantages
itality from June 1982 to December 1994; (4) when Kim Jong Il
ced the sén’gun politics in all fields, thus overcoming grave diffi-
s from January 1995 to December 1998; and (5) when he pushed
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forward the cause of building a great prosperous and powerful social-
ist nation through the general advance of the sdn’gun revolution from
January 1999 until the present time.

As mentioned above, socialism in North Korea is connected to
nationalism. This is reflected in the term “our {Korea-] style social-
ism” (urisik sahoejuu). It has been used in only less than five KCNA
articles in the last quarters of 2001 and 2002, but the number rose
to over twenty-five in 2006 and jumped to more than thirty in the
first quarter of 2009. The development goal, dubbed kangsong taeguk,
has been supplemented by the term “socialist” and is now again called
sahoejutii kangsong taeguk (socialist prosperous and strong great coun-
try). This term has witnessed an even more obvious intensification, not
being mentioned even in a single KCNA article in the last quarter of
2002 but jumping to over one hundred in the same period of 2008 and
two hundred in the first quarter of 2009.

In late 2007, a decades-old slogan reemerged that had already been
criticized back in the late 1950 by East German diplomats: “Let us
produce, study and live like the anti-Japanese guerrillas!” (saengsando
haksiipdo saenghwaldo hang'ilyugydkdaesigiiro).>® Among the newly emerg-
ing old buzzwords are “single-minded unity” (ilsimtan’gyol), “collec-
tivism” (chiptanjuiif), “self-reliance” (charydkkaengsaeng), and “mental
power” (chongsinryok). The North Korean media increasingly quote
older, more conservative articles of Kim Jong I, most of which deal
with chucl’e and the leading role of the Party. Also notable is the con-
nection between sdn’gun and chuch’e. We witness a reinterpretation of
son’gun, possibly in preparation for the post-Kim Jong Il period. Rather
than an ad hoc measure to cope with the difficult situation of the late
1990s, it is increasingly transformed into a timeless ideology along with
chuch’e.

Conservatism in North Korea, too, goes hand in hand with tradi-
tionalism. On October 29, 2007, Rodong Sinmun emphasized that the
chuch’e idea means “believing in people-as in heaven.” This is not a
new expression, nevertheless it provides another interesting parallel
to Korea’s past.* Supporting the notion of a partial return to even
pre-socialist traditions is the reintroduction of a Confucian holiday
on April 4, 2008, when for the first-time in North Korean history
Chongmydng (tomb sweeping day) was officially celebrated. This is
remarkable because it reflectsthe readiness of the leadership to openly
embrace traditional conceptsito support both the nationalist agenda
and ideas of filial piety: Thelatteris'directly related to the two leaders
Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il. In April 2007, Rodong Sinmun carried a
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short article reminding its readers of Chongmydng and its old meaning,
especially tending to the graves of ancestors.” Chusdk, the Korean
equivalent to thanksgiving and the most important holiday in South
Korea, was covered by Rodong Sinmun on September 14, 2008 as a
“folk holiday,” continuing the reintegration of traditional customs
into ideologically and politically correct life in North Korea. Chusok
had been reintroduced as a public holiday only in 2003, fourteen
years after the rehabilitation of the Lunar New Year in 1989. In this
respect, North Korea clearly deviates from what we would typically
expect to be orthodox socialist positions, that is, the condemnation
of religion as “superstition” and “opium for the people.” In North
Korea, folk traditions are used to reinforce nationalism and hence are
acceptable.?

An excellent example to quantify the changed paradigms in North
Korea is a look at the titles used for Kim Jong Il. As Graph 1.2 shows,
in the period of roughly 2000-2005, he was mainly addressed by

_ the “worldly” title “Great Leader” (widaehan rydngdoja). Since 2006,
there has been a sudden drop in the frequency of “leader,” and instead
_ we note a sharp increase in the use of the “religious” title “General
_ Secretary” (chongpisd).

_ This is a clear sign that the period of pragmatic reform is over and
marks the return to a renewed focus on ideological rigidity and purity.
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Titleé used for Kim Jong Il (Leader and General Secretary).



This file ends here. The first 13 pages were posted with kind
permission by the publisher Palgrave MacMillan. If you want

to read all 40 pages, please purchase the book, for example at
amazon.com:

http://www.amazon.com/Challenges-North-Korean-Foreign-Policy/dp/0230103634

In case you would like to contact the author, please write to:
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