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Isabelle Milbert (France, Switzerland) is presently a Professor at the 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva. Her 
teaching and research specialization include modern Indian studies, urban 
management (environment, heritage conservation, slum rehabilitation, 
environment, decentralization), governance and international cooperation 
strategies in the urban sector. She was educated in Paris (Political Sciences, 

Law, Anthropology). Her PhD on Indian urban law and public policies received the prize of the best 
PhD thesis (University of Paris 2). She subsequently worked in several research centres (EH, CNRS, 
IRD and taught Indian socio - economic development at the School of Oriental Studies (Langues O) 
from 1983 to 1996. She is also a member of the Executive Committee of the EuroIndia Centre, the 
Co-Convenor of the working Group on Urban Governance at the EADI (European Association of 
Development Institutes) and an Associate Researcher at the South Asia Research Centre (Paris, 
CNRS).  
From 2006 to 2009, she headed the India wing of the international research project  « CITADAIN», 
funded by the National French Agency for Research (ANR). She presently participates in a 
European project on New Towns in Asia, under the auspices of the ENTP. She works regularly as a 
consultant for various international organisations, including the World Bank, UNDP and SDC 
(Swiss Development Corporation). Her publications include: “What Future for Urban Cooperation? 
An Assessment of Post-Habitat Strategies”, SDC, Bern, 2000; “Alliances in International Co-
operation: A Change of Paradigm in Urban Governance?”  in Westendorff (D.) (Ed.), 2004, From 
Unsustainable to Inclusive Cities, UNRISD, Geneva, pp. 185 – 205 ; “Slums, slum dwellers and 
multilevel governance”,  in EJDR, Taylor and Francis, 18 (2), 2006, pp.299-318;  “Dictionnaire de 
l’Inde Contemporaine” (Dictionary of contemporary India)  (2010, with Frederic Landy et al.,  566 
pages). 

 


